[The "small aortic ring." Hope for a surgical solution].
The "small aortic ring" was until recently an unresolved problem for surgeons operating on the aortic valves. It used to contraindicate valve replacement in the child, and sometimes led to the insertion of too small a valve in the adult. Some hope of a solution has appeared in the form of three new techniques: enlargement of the aortic ring over the mitral valve, aorto-ventriculoplasty, and apico-aortic shunt. Two adults have had the ring enlarged above the mitral valve with good results in both cases. Five children have had an aorto-ventriculoplasty with good results in two cases, post-operative atrio-ventricular block in one, and two deaths, one early and the other late. These deaths appear to be more closely related to the severity of the initial lesion and to the degree of decompensation of the myocardium than to the operation itself. There are advantages and problems with this technique. An attempt has been made to systematise indications for treatment as a function of the lesions and the state of the patient.